| was born in north London, but grew up in the hFdeO> RoTEFNF UL, 7F
Cotswolds, which is a rural part of the U.K. | became YUXOHETHIAVVIAILATES
interested in Japanese culture and history during my ZFU/z, 10{DLEICHADSAL Y FESE (C
teenage years, and studied a small bit of Japanese at [IXZiF5, ER CAULITEHAREZE
school. | would try and practice my Japanese with OF U, MZNBIFNE(CHARET
tourists who came to our village. SEUNTTEEIBRCEELTULE LS




Before starting university, | took a year out to
work and save money for University, and to
travel. | first visited Japan in 2007. | absolutely
loved the ten days | spent there, and decided it
would be a country in which | would like to live.
| also met an English teacher in Kyoto, who told
me about teaching English in Japan.

RZFCAF T DHI, 1FEBIARAZED TRELEN
SFEEZITHZD. T2 ULIZD L TWWERUTE,
O THARZEENIZDIF2007FDZ ET. €D10
HEMARIG(CEL ST, BRICEWMEATHZL)
BOKDEIRDFIUE, Kz, REPCREZED
ZLUTWBAICHEVN, BRTREZHZ D11
(EDVWCEZEHLSZENTEFR U,




UNIVERSITY

V' OF EXETER

A

From 2007-2010 | studied English at the
University of Exeter. It was here that | decided
that | would like to try teaching as a career. | was
also fortunate enough to spend a year studying in
North America, which confirmed my desire to live
abroad for a period after University.
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After attending a promotional talk given by a JET
alumni at my university, | decided to apply for JET.
When applying, | knew | wanted to live near to
Kyoto, and so two of my location choices were in
the Kansai region. However, | thought many JETs
might request a similar location, so | chose Shikoku
as my second choice. And it seemed to work!
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| was placed in Mure-cho, on the edge of  F\(3F/I|IROEIMTHRINC D EALE (CELE
Takamatsu city, in Kagawa prefecture. | =N, BREERBR L HSPDIERBETRIC
taught across all ages except high-school REHZHZ TCULWEUE

level. My youngest student was 2 years old,

my oldest was 84! H%EQ\@QE?E(JZEE\ %EE(JB“FTE_C L7z




Within 2 weeks of landing, | was dancing in a
yukata at Awa Odori with other JETs. From wearing
nothing but a fundoshi and tabi in Hadaka matsuri
to being part of a 40-man team carrying a
mistukoshi, participating in festivals are some of
my strongest memories from my time in Japan.
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The city office also provided
several chances for us to learn
about Japanese culture. | made
Bonsai, was taught the local
dialect, sat seiza in a tea
ceremony, and visited many
temples on the Henro trail. Such
experiences were important in
helping me understand the
culture in which | was now
immersed.
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More important to my understanding of Japanese HAHMEZEEITSIDOA TCREERL DT
society was my interaction with the Taiko group | DEFREFTIN—T DR T Uz, Thfles
quickly become a part of. We practiced twice a week (dB(C2[E], 3FRIEEZER. H(TBT U
for three years, and our time spent together was JZRFRE (AL C & TR DIENEDT
invaluable to me, especially when it came to trying  UTZ. 45(C. BIRAZEAELXD &I DR
understand Sanuki-ben. (C. ZDREENETHERIIEF U,
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| joined every school event | could, including FTEBIEN TR TDERSTE(CS
sports days and cultural festivals. | sang on HLELT E@/\bjdbgqﬁ%dg_

stage in both English and Japanese - you’ll “ S = gl
have to ask my students which one they ;g%z\;tﬁaz&“@ﬁﬁtzT

thought was better.




Although | was lucky to have a large apartment,  AE7/QRT/\— NMIEDHTZD(FFET UIZNN
learning to live in it was difficult at times. TNICENDSE CICERELRCLEHDEL
Especially during more extreme weather. The lack 7o FFICKIEDMBIRR S FEDF LT,

of an oven and only one working hob remained a 7\r‘—7\‘>73\7;tb\37';D\wﬁz%j)ljbwj
persistent problem. However, like most JETs, | JEFT=27208 SDTIMADIETC LT, T
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did discover the magic of a rice cooker. IREREE BRI = (—Bh T S NE LT,




Classroom and staffroom etiquette were also
something | needed to adapt to. Eating lunch
with the pupils and seeing teachers sleep in the
staffroom were certainly new experiences for
me! Kyuushoku especially was vital in me being
able to adapt to Japanese food.
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| was surprised at how much time students and
teachers were expected to be in school outside of
normal hours. The students here worked hard all
through summer to compete in a speech contest -
in the UK, school is completely closed for 6 weeks.
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Interactions with staff were probably the most MOEE DY NED (ZBRZSLEBFY
illuminating, and have definitely helped with my #H%<, WEDLABCERWITEIZDTLY
current role - knowing how to ask for help, how &9 . BIIERHDGEP. FEDYA 2
to pick up on certain cues, and also not to discuss ZRESTRVITE LT, BERTOHR

what happens at an enkai the next day. FEBH(CES RN LR EZFU T,




| now work for the London news bureau for ¥t W@IZFLEDOOY R Za—X
Fuji TV. We cover news in the UK and across /& CBIVWCTWET . AZEEAFURZE
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urope, the Middle East and Africa L AR LCLES




Adapting to living and working in a foreign
country certainly prepared me for filming news
internationally. | only wish | had had similar
protection against Kanchos from school kids!
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More important to my job is a deep understanding
of Japanese culture and society. It informs many
of the stories we work on, and the angle we take
in reporting them. It helped us win a national
journalism award for a story about WW2.
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Through volunteering with JETAA, | have
been lucky enough to keep my connection
with Japan very much alive. As
International representative for England
and Wales, | will be taking part in a
conference in Tokyo next November.
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Through JETAA, | have also been able to
participate in events with the wider UK-
Japan community, including working with
the Japan Society and helping organize
the Japan Matsuri in central London.
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| feel very fortunate to have been accepted SIETTOTSAICSITEzC &E%FE
onto the JET programme, and extremely lucky &EICEECRKUTHED., FvUI77ZEBEU T,
to be able to continue to develop my FIEIETRELETI= 1 -5« COEEIZIBE

relationship with Japan through my career, and U'C. BAREDERZHIT TRO TLITD
my role within the JET alumni community. CETZRESDONE<BODTWVET,
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