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Japan’s Sister City Relationships

The Number of Japan’s Sister City Relationships by Country ( 1,596 )

*Including Sister State/Prefecture Relationships
As of 31 January 2011

USA i ) . . 434
China | . . 338
Korea | . 134
Australia | 106
Canada | 70
Brazil | 57
Germany | 52
France | 48
Russia | 43
New Zealand | 42
Italy | 35
Austria | 32
Philippines 118
UK
Other . 174
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Change in the Number of Japan’s Sister City Relationships

XlIncluding Sister State/Prefecture Relationships
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"
Benefits of Sister City Relationships

Cultural Exchange

B Introduction to traditional arts and culture
B Way of life and values
B Creating through cross-cultural collaboration
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Cultural Exchange
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Dunedin(NZ) — Otaru(Hokkaido)

“Sister Cities Combined Youth Chorus Festival ”




" A
Cultural Exchange
Coffs Harbour(NSW) - Sasebo (Nagasaki
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"
Benefits of Sister City Relationships

Sports Exchange

B Commonality - same rules apply
B Mutual respect
B True sporting experience
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Sports Exchange
Townsville(Qld) - Iwaki (Fukushima)
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Benefits of Sister City Relationships

Youth Exchange
B Cross-cultural experience

B English education
B Japanese public school operated by local
government
B English language education to be
Introduced to Y5-6in 2011
B Local government plays major role in sister
city relationships
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Youth Exchange

Central Highlands(QIld) — Fujisawa(lwate)
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Youth Exchange




" A
Youth Exchange
Launceston(Tas) — Ikeda(Osaka)
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Exchange between Communities

m Involve multicultural community

m Seniors, disabled people involved in
matured affiliation
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Exchange between Communities

Christchurch(NZ) — Kurashiki(Okayama)
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Benefits of Sister City Relationships

Exchange between local authorities

B Local government drives sister city
relationships

B Sharing experience and knowledge

B Common goal, common challenge




" A
Staff Exchange
Campbelltown(NSW) — Koshigaya(Saitama)
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Internship Programme in Campbelltown




Staff Exchange
Port Phillip(Vic) — Obu(Aichi)
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"
Benefits of Sister City Relationships

Economic and Business Exchange

B Some cases - Beneficial with strong
economic link/base
B Most cases - Impractical

(beyond local government’s capacity,
limited jurisdiction)

B Opportunity gained by efforts and insight
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Economic Exchange
Brisbane(Qld) — Kobe(Hyogo)




Economic Exchange
Timaru(NZ) - Eniwa(Hokkaido)
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“Timaru Shop” in Eniwa




Economic Exchange

Rotorua(NZ) — Beppu(Oita)
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Best Practices of Sister Cities Activities
@ Swedish Town

Lexsand(Sweden) —Tobetsu(Hokkaido)
B Swedish Landscape
(dwellings, public offices)

B Swedish baker's oven
(only one in Japan)
—Introducing foreign food
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Best Practices of Sister Cities Activities
@ Importing Italian Products
Certaldo(ltaly) - Kanra
B Importing Italian wine, which is now a local
specialty (Seeking olive all...)
B Exchange and exhibition of renowned
art (Boccacio, Yanagisawa)
B People, economic and cultural exchange
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Best Practices of Sister Cities Activities

@ Commendation of Emigrants
Salinas(CA) — Ichiki kushikino(Kagoshima)
B Collective Emigration to the US in 1950’s
B Recognition of hard experience of emigrants

B Exchange 2" and 3" generation Japanese-
American youth
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Best Practices of Sister Cities Activities

@ Exchange with POWSs
Lueneburg(Germany) — Naruto(Tokushima)

B History of exchange with German POWs during WW 1

B Commemorating first performance of Beethoven
Symphony No.9 (Choral) in Japan by POWSs, concerts
have been held annually.

B German Museum to commemorate involvement
between German POWs and local community.
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Best Practices of Sister Cities Activities

® Technical Cooperation
Tianjin(China) — Yokkaichi(Mie)

B Information sharing and technical assistance to

Tianjin city officials (environmental management
system, community education and prevention
of water pollution)

B Contribution to improvement
of environment in Tianjin
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Best Practices of Sister Cities Activities
® “Anime” Exchange

Annecy(France) — Nerima(Tokyo)
B Birthplace of Japanese “anime”
B Host of International Animated Film Festival
B Agreement of exchange
of animated film industry
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2010 International Affiliation Exchange
Commendation Award
— Minister for Internal Affairs & Communications

Shikaoi(Hokkaido) - Stony Plain(Alberta)

m Educational exchange incl. “Canada studies” and
“Shikaioi Studies at Shikaoi schools

m Town development through flowers
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Kyoto Prefecture
- Special Region of Yogyakarta(lndonesia)

m Common link -> Both ancient capitals

m Support of reconstruction efforts after Java
earthquake

m "Te-Collabo” (Technology Collaboration) of
traditional textiles and dyed goods
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Kitakyushu(Fukuoka)

— Dalian (China) - Incheon(Korea)
m Economic advancement and various projects

m From city to city friendship to multi-municipal
relations

m 10 City Pan Yellow Sea — a collaborative regional
problem solving organisation

m The Organization for the East Asia Economic
Development (OEAED)

Policy dialogue, trade and investment promotion
Including the 2009 Kanou Kai (Pan Yellow Sea) year
and the Japan-China-Korea Coast Clean up projs,gti\‘
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OEAED Member Characters & Japan-
China-Korea Coast Clean up projct

Pan-Yellow Sea Region
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Wyong Shire(NSW) Withdrawing
from Affiliation with Tanabe(Wakayama)

Express Advocate ttp: //express-advocate-wyong . whereilive.com.a

Council to find closer city ties

NEWS LOCEL NEWS 23 AUG 06 @ 1 2:29AM BY ERROL SMITH

WYONG Council has seversd sister city ties with Tanabe in Japan and Southland in New Zealand.

Mayor Bob Graham said he had never been a supporter of the program because it delivered no real economic benefit
for either participants.

"It was no more than a junket,"” he said.

Instead, the council voted to investigate ties with regions closer to home, which could have economic benefits.

Cr Graham said that might include a relationship with another Australian city or shire.

“We cculd look at somewhere like Dubbo for instance and promote the tourlsm strengths of both regions,” he said.

“This would be far more beneficial than anything we‘ve had with Tanabe or Southland.




Turning Point for Sister Cities

m People think and act more globally than before
m Other paths for international exchange
m Development in transport and telecommunication

What can sister cities achieve today?




Potential Directions in the Future

m Pursuit of economic benefit

m Dialogue between local governments on policy
ISsues

m Government driven to community based activities
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About CLAIR

m CLAIR, the Council of Local Authorities for International
Relations, Is a semi-government, non-profit organisation
which was jointly established by Japanese prefectures and
municipalities to help facilitate their various international
programmes.

m Japanese Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications,
which covers local government endorsed CLAIR'’s
establishment in 1988 and continues to provide guidance
to CLAIR.

m CLAIR Is funded by local governments, and majority of _
staff is seconded from local governments.
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CLAIR’s 4 Pillars
1 Overseas Offices

m Seven Major Locations

London, Paris, New York, Beijing, Seoul, Singapore and Sydney.
Overseas platforms for local governments’ activities.

m Disseminating Information on Japanese Local
Government
Up-to-date and relevant information and the challenges LGs face.
Organizing seminars, participating in exhibitions and fairs.
m Policy Research

Research on policies and practices of local government overseas

Introducing to the Japanese public through publications and webglfe
A Rn
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CLAIR’s 4 Pillars
2 The JET Programme

m One of the World’s Largest Exchange Programmes

Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Programme has more than 4,000
participants from over 30 countries. Living and working in local
communities, they promote grass-roots cross-cultural understanding.

m ALT, CIR and SEA

JET participants work either as an Assistant Language Teacher,
a Coordinator for International Relations or a Sports Exchange Advisor.

m Connoisseurs of Japan Abroad

52,000 former JET participants in 54 countries. JET Alumni Association
boasts 51 chapters around the globe.
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CLAIR’s 4 Pillars
3 International Activities

m International Exchange
Encouraging Japanese local governments to become active on the
International stage.
Providing assistance and information regarding sister city relations
and support for international conferences.

m Economic Exchange

Supporting overseas economic activities of local governments,
eg. promoting exports, attracting foreign tourists, etc.

m International Cooperation
Assisting Japanese local governments to provide technical
assistance to foreign countries in environment, agriculture,
water supply, fire fighting and healthcare fields.
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CLAIR’s 4 Pillars
4 Promoftfing Multiculturalism

m Information in 13 Languages
Providing information to foreign residents relating to life in Japan.

m Training on Multicultural Policies

Providing training for local government staff in charge of settlement
of foreign residents.

m Community Collaboration

Encourage cooperation amongst international exchange
associations and NGOs throughout Japan.
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CLAIR’s Roles for Sister City Affiliation

B Supporting and promoting sister city relationships
B Providing information to relevant agencies

B Supporting Japanese and foreign cities seeking
sister city relationship

B Supporting activities of Japanese cities financially

B Recommending the Government for the Minister's
commendation award
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Disaster Prevention-Support for Foreign Resident in Natural Disasters
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Thank youl.

Kenji Ikeda

k-Ikeda@clair.or.Jp
www.clair.or.jp




