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Through its ongoing endeavour to present the literature of Japan in
increasingly beautiful forms Japanese calligraphy has been a home to
aesthetic development over more than a thousand years. Because of
the language barrier, however, the aesthetic qualities of Japanese
calligraphy, and its relationship to the Ukiyo-e tradition, remain
largely unknown beyond Japan's shores.

Perhaps fusion with the words of Shakespeare will encourage
Japanese calligraphy to travel out into the world. It is hoped that the
interweaving of the aesthetic of the Japanese written word and the
language and thought of Shakespeare will encourage people of a
wide-range of cultural and linguistic backgrounds to come together
to savour aesthetic beauty and meaning during this exhibition at the
Menier Gallery.

Japanese kana, or written characters, are phonetic sounds that can
be represented graphically. A comparable relationship exists
between the sounds of English and the shapes of the Roman
alphabet. The exhibits here try to draw out the beauty of English, as
well as the beauty of Japanese, through the search for attractive
lines ~ a search central to the Japanese calligraphic tradition.
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