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• 4th largest city in England

• Population of over half a million, and 

growing…

• A diverse city… Black and Minority 

Ethnic population 15.5% of the total

• A diverse economy



Creative Sheffield
• Set up in 2006 by Sheffield City Council

– City development company - ‘arms length’ 

• Goals & targets

– Inward Investment

– Regeneration 

– International Strategy 

– City Marketing 
• Trade

• Talent

• Tourism 



 To enhance the business reputation and 

performance of Sheffield and the 

surrounding City region.

 To work with Official City Partners to 

profile the diversity and quality of our 

existing business base.

 To re-enforce Sheffield’s credentials as a 

highly attractive Investment location, based 

on labour market, office portfolio and 

business service offer.

 To re-enforce the value of the Made in 

Sheffield mark, adding value to exports into 

international markets.

TRADE



 To work alongside Universities and 

Employers to retain high value talent 

within the city.

 To aggregate Career Opportunities, 

building sufficient critical mass to attract 

new talent to the city.

 To work with the Local Strategic 

Partnership to highlight the role of 

Business and raise aspiration within the 

city region.

TALENT



 To maximise the value of the Festival 

Calendar, increasing short stay tourism 

and driving occupancy in the city’s 

hotels.

 To drive Sheffield’s reputation as a 

Business Tourism Destination, by 

attracting key sectoral conferences and 

high profile events.

 To pro-actively bid for high profile 

events that will enhance the city’s 

image and create economic value (UK 

City of Culture 2013, FIFA World Cup 

Candidate Host City 2018).

TOURISM



Main growth sectors
• Greatest potential to drive productivity/ growth...

– Advanced manufacturing

– Low carbon industries

– Creative and digital

– Healthcare and medical technologies

• Greatest potential for job creation...
– Aviation

– Tourism

– Retail

– Construction

– Culture leisure and sport

• Supported by professional, financial and business services



Nuclear Advanced 

Manufacturing Research Centre











Sheffield and International Trade

• Low level of internationalisation in Sheffield

• Not enough awareness of international opportunities

• Long term prosperity of Sheffield: companies need to engage in new 

markets and emerging economies

• Many SMEs struggle to engage in some markets due to cultural, 

language and legal barriers



International Strategy

• An international strategy that brings investment, 

trade and opportunities

• A strict economic focus, supporting the growth 

of our economy 

• An approach that recognises the wider role that 

international connections can have in local 

communities

• We want to encourage people to

understand different languages, cultures and 

ways of living



Sheffield’s International Links

• Formal Twinning Links

– Bochum in Germany 

– Donetsk in the Ukraine 

– Anshan in China 

– Esteli in Nicaragua

• Sister City Links

– Pittsburgh in USA

– Kitwe in Zambia

– Chengdu in China

• Friendship Links

– Stara Zagora in Bulgaria 

– Sheffield in Tasmania 

– Sappora in Japan 

– Kawasaki in Japan 

– Kotli in Kashmir 



International Links

• Essential to develop these links further to help Sheffield companies

• Look for a good match in terms of industrial sectors and trade 

opportunities

• Other factors

– Existing links – civic, cultural, sporting, educational, business

– Government policy

– Potential and opportunity

– Value for money



Case Study - Chengdu

• Chengdu-Sheffield links – March 2010

• Trade visit to Chengdu – October 2010

• Funding cuts – no budget!

– funding for companies – net cost of £825.00

– management fee – covering admin costs

– working with partners – EUPIC

– Residual cost of £230.00

• Leader of the Council – sponsored by SUFC





Results for Businesses

• 1 company has done business as a result of the trade visit

• 4 companies are currently negotiating contracts

• 3 companies have already been back to China and Chengdu to 
continue discussions

• Just one company do not see potential in the immediate future and 
one other company needs to make a decision at board level as to 
their future strategy in China

• HSBC has been talking to a number of companies about account 
facilities to support their businesses in China



Results for Sheffield

• Mayor Ge of Chengdu

• ‘Sheffield in Chengdu’

• MOU Garden cities

• Chengdu Inward Mission –

government, city planning, 

media and enterprises – 25 

delegates

• Sheffield office in Chengdu





Partners
• Working in partnership

– UKTI Yorkshire & Humber

– Chamber of Commerce - Sheffield

– Universities – University of Sheffield & Sheffield Hallam University

– Schools & colleges – Silverdale School, Sheffield College

– Professional organisations – legal firms, accountancy

– SUFC

• Funding & sponsorship

• Building & developing relationships with international partners 

for bilateral trade and investment



It is our aim to maximise opportunities, cement our links 

with other cities and ensure that any international activity 

impacts positively on the city and its people

Looking forward to developing our business link 

now with Kawasaki! 



ありがとう


