-, .

8B BRw ).GC/The Council of Local

‘!-.,’ Authorities for

CLAANR International Relations

Founded in 1988, CLAIR is a joint
organisation representing
prefectures, 17 designated cities and 1,788

,00.%& PROGRAMME municipalities.

Myriad Leaves
JLGC Newsletter

, MARCH 2009

JLGC News 2
(2 [R)
Guest Article: My Japan Study Tour 3

Myriad Leaves is the English

language title for the earliest Topic: Zero Waste by 2020 4
collection of Japanese poetry,

Many @s it kcontains 4,516

waka poems, the last of which Topic: Shizuoka Fuji -san Airport 6
is da_ted AD759. T_here !s un-

LA L ] UK-Japan 150 Relations: Sir Ernest Mason Satow 7
the title: it could mean either

6Col Il ection of ten thousand

leavesd or o6Collection for ten Editorial: Supplementary Income Payment 8
thousand generations?©o.



JLGC News

Best Practice in Japan

Blue Street lighting

Although experts are split over the effectiveness of the blue
lights, railway companies that already have installed the
lighting say they have played a successful role in preventing
suicides.

Glasgow, Scotland, introduced blue street lighting to improve
the city's landscape in 2000. Afterward, the number of crimes
in areas illuminated in blue noticeably decreased. In Nara,
Japan, prefectural police set up blue street lights in the
prefecture in 2005, and found the number of crimes
decreased by about 9 percent in blue-illuminated
neighbourhoods. Many other areas nationwide have followed
suit. Keihin Electric Express Railway Co. changed the colour
of eight lights on the ends of platforms at Gumyoiji Station in
Yokohama, Japan, in February. In January, two people
jumped in front of trains from deserted ends of station
platforms on two consecutive days.

According to the company people attempt suicide every year
at the station. A company employee in charge of train safety
operations said, "We introduced the blue lights as part of our
efforts to try do all we can to prevent suicide." Since the blue
lighting was introduced, no suicide attempts have occurred at
the station. Central Japan Railway Co. has set up blue lights
at 10 railway crossings in Aichi, Gifu and Mie prefectures
since August to find out whether they work in preventing
suicide. East Japan Railway Co. and Kyushu Railway Co.
also are discussing the introduction of blue lighting. West
Japan Railway Co. was the first railway company to introduce
blue lighting at its facilities. The company was concerned by
cars attempting to traverse railway crossings despite the
approach of trains. Since December 2006, JR West has set
up blue lighting at 38 crossings along lines, including the
Hanwa Line connecting Osaka and Wakayama prefectures.
Since the installation, no accidents involving a car ramming
into a train at crossings has occurred, and no one has
committed suicide at the sites. According to the Construction
and Transport Ministry, 640 suicides and suicide attempts
involving the jumping in front of trains occurred in fiscal 2007,
about a 20 percent increase from the previous vyear.
According to railway companies, suicides often occur at night.
A JR West spokesman said, "We're confident that blue
lighting is effective to a certain extent in preventing suicide."
Blue illumination is used for other purposes than preventing
crimes and suicides.

A total of 152 blue lights were introduced along a 1.8-
kilometer stretch of the Tomei Expressway near the Tokyo
interchange in 2001 to try to prevent accidents. A
spokesman of Central Nippon Expressway Co. said, "(The
illumination was introduced) as part of our efforts to
encourage people to drive safely by instinctively and
emotionally appealing to them to calm down." According to
the expressway operator, after blue-colour lighting was
installed near trash cans at the Yoro rest area of the Meishin
Expressway in Yorocho, Gifu Prefecture, the volume of
domestic garbage brought in by visitors decreased by more
than 20 percent. Prof. Tsuneo Suzuki at Keio University said:
"There are a number of pieces of data to prove blue has a
calming effect upon people. However, it's an unusual colour
for lighting, so people may just feel like avoiding standing out
by committing crimes or suicide under such unusual
illumination. It's a little risky to believe that the colour of
lighting can prevent anything."

Japanese Regions
Regi onal
mecca

By KAZUHIRO KURIHARA

Kyodo News

Tokyo's glitzy Ginza district is becoming the new platform for
satellite shops opened by various prefectures to introduce
their local specialties and offer tourism information. Gunma
and Tottori opened such shops last summer, and Yamagata
will relocate its Tokyo outlet to Ginza this spring.

produce showcased

A growing number of shoppers are flocking to such stores,
boosting sales and drawing new local specialty shops to the
district in Chuo Ward. On Nov. 21, when seasonal marine
products from the Sea of Japan were put on sale at the Tottori
outlet, middle-aged and elderly housewives rushed to snap them
up. "There are many customers with 'matsuba’ crabs on their
minds, and they are sometimes sold out in one day," shop
manager Hirotaka Toba said, referring to brisk sales of the
famous but expensive winter delicacy. Tottori last August
opened a shop that is publicly run but privately managed in the
Shinbashi district of Minato Ward. There was a good turnout in
September, when 8,400 people visited its sales corner, and the
month's sales amounted to about ¥10 million, surpassing the
initial target of ¥8 million. But even if the sales target is
achieved, the monthly rent & about ¥3.5 million & is a big
headache, and some ¥20 million a year is required from the
prefecture's general account to cover the deficit. An official in
charge said the red ink could be wiped out if local products that
become popular at the shop are instead sold at department
stores and supermarkets. According to the Japan Center for
Regional Development, satellite shops in Ginza became widely
known in 1994 after Okinawa opened an outlet. In 1995,
Kagoshima opened a shop near Ginza in Yurakucho, and
Hokkaido and Iwate followed suit. There are now about 15
prefectural satellite stores in the Ginza, Yurakucho and
Shinbashi districts.

Japand UK Relations

Japan Study Tour Feedback Meeting

Participants from the 2008 Japan Study Tour gathered at the
Japan Foundation in Russell Square, London, on the 19th of
January for the Japan Study Tour Feedback Session. Eight of
the twelve participants attended to provide feedback and
opinions on the tour, which also included a very informative
presentation from Simon Bovey, Managing Director of Daventry
District Council (see page 3). Overall, the comments were
overwhelmingly positive with many participants describing it as
the learning experience of a lifetime. The feedback session also
gave the participants a chance to meet representatives from
other London-based Japanese organisations including JETRO,
the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, and the Japan
Foundation.

JLGC Activities
Visit to JETAA Scotland and JETAA/Japan Society
Ceilidh, Edinburgh.

Yuka Kuwabara and Keith
Kelly from JLGC attended a
ceilidh with a Japanese
theme in Edinburgh last
month during a visit to
JETAA Scotland for a
di scussion on
activities. JETAA Chapters
throughout the UK help
support the Japan Exchange
and Teaching Programme
(JET) by organising pre-departure, networking and cultural
events for new and former JETs. The JET Programme employs
UK graduates to teach English in state schools, as well as
working in local authorities on international activities. JETAA is
thought to be one of the worl
over 21,000 former participants enrolled as members.

After discussing recent activities with the committee, which
include uEl quiz,. Japanese lessons at different levels,
in\/oﬂlemgﬂtgn hé 9a8aﬁ-UK $59 BvBnks 'coh@ittee in Scotland,
as well as others, JLGC and JETAA joined in the ceilidh dancing
at Teviot Hall, Edinburgh University with members of the Japan
Society in Scotland, Edinburgh University Japan Society, and a
visiting group of students from Kaietsu University in Tokyo. After
an address by Consul-General Suganuma, there was a bi-
lingual explanation of the dances, which were thoroughly
enjoyed by all, Japanese and British alike, after a few nervous
starts. Thanks to the JETAA Scotland committee for the
invitation and a very fun night.







