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Akemashite omedetou gozaimasu 6 Happy New
Year from the director and staff at JLGC

International Links in Japan

C40 Tokyo Conference

The C40 Tokyo Conference on
Climate Change - Adaptation

CITIES

CLIMATE LEADERSHIP GROUP
2008

Measures for Sustainable Low
Carbon Cities was held from 22-24
October 2008. The Large Cities
Climate Leadership Group, also
known as the C40 Cities (and
originally as the C20 Cities) is a
group of cities working to reduce
urban carbon emissions and to
adapt to climate change. It believes
it has an important role to play as
#L " | cities contain around 50% of the
4 'J'I world's population, consume 75% of

" the world's energy, and produce
80% of its greenhouse gases. The Group's secretariat is based
in London. The group was founded after a meeting of
delegations from more than 20 cities at the October 2005 World
Cities Leadership which was organised by the Mayor of
London. The following joint statement was issued by the Chair
of the C40 and Mayor of Toronto, David Miller and the
Governor of Tokyo, Shintaro Ishihara: "We, the C40 Chair and
Mayor of Toronto and the Governor of Tokyo, have shared the
following awareness on climate change. Many experts are
warning that if we do not put drastic measures in place within
the next five or six years, we may find that we have pushed
ourselves beyond the point of no return, with devastating
consequences to humanity. To avoid such a situation and
ensure that a thriving global environment will be passed on to
generations to come, the international community must
cooperate in making an abrupt shift in direction for drastic cuts
in greenhouse gas emissions. Efforts to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions have started from this year based on the Kyoto
Protocol, but challenges still remain. A new global network for
the period from 2013 is now under discussion, but all nations of
the world must reduce their emissions. The role of the nation is
crucial in addressing global warming, cities account for a
significant amount of greenhouse gas emissions and therefore
nations must recognize the |

On August 1, 2006, the Group signed a memorandum of
understanding with the William J. Clinton Foundation's Climate
Initiative, under which the Clinton Foundation will provide
technical and communications support.  Thirty-two cities
participated and 13 Joint Actions for adaptation to the impacts
of climate change were agreed to be implemented. The Group
held their first summit in 2005 in London and their second in
2007 in New York. At the second summit, 13 cities joined the
group. The third summit will be held May 18-21, 2009 in Seoul.

Japanese Society
Gl obal ranking

Japan ranks number one in
to a recent global report. Save the Children announced on the
10" of December i World Human Rights Day i the first large
scal e rankings by country
devel opment o anal ysing t he
Unsurprisingly the high ranking nations are developed countries
with sub-Saharan African nations occupying the bottom
rankings. The indicators are from three important fields in
childrenos devel opment ;
comparing and monitoring about 140 countries from around the
world. The data is researched from three periods split between
1990-1994, 1995-2000 and 2000-2006. with findings taken
from the general UN Human Development Index, based on the
concept of a comprehensive global economic ranking system,
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but with a specific focus on children. In the results, two quite
different trends can be seen amongst the rankings, which
points to the need to differentiate the needs of children from
adults. The data, based on research released by the UN,
could not be collected for all countries every year, so the
groupings were divided into three time periods, with the values
averaged for each of the three categories; 1990-1994 i 88
countries, 1995-1999 i 118 and 2000-2006 i 137 countries.
The values are, from 0-100, 0 indicating no child poverty and
100 the highest child poverty. Japan had the highest ranking
of 0.4. Niger was the lowest scoring 58. Save the Children is
calling on the high ranking nations, including Japan, to do
more to help the lower ranking nations.

Japand UK Relations

Japan Day Seminar 2008 helps celebrate Toyota City &

Derbyshire twinning

The concept of linked local authorities, also referred to as
twinning or sister cities, aims to foster a cultural or economic
relationship between two areas that are geographically distinct
but have in common such things as industry, population size,
or some sort of historical link. Between Japan and the UK
there are a number of linked local authorities with one of the
most successful being that of Derbyshire and Toyota. Both
areas have a history of car manufacturing, and in 1998,
almost ten years after Toyota Manufacturing announced their
decision to set up a manufacturing operation in Derbyshire, a
formal twinning relationship was established which has seen
many rewarding cultural, school and other exchanges. This
year marks the 10th anniversary of the relationship, and as
well as hosting the 2008 Japan Day Seminar , events and
festivities were held to mar
in Matlock saw 65 participants take part including the mayor of
Toyota City. For more details on the points discussed during
the day please look at pages 4 and 5 for more details. JLGC
can help UK local authorities in twinning activities with Japan.
Please contact the office directly for more information.

JLGC Activities
Visit to JETAA North West and Tatton Hall Japanese
Gardens.

In support of JETAA activities JLGC Staff made a visit to the
NW Chapter for their visit to Tatton Hall Japanese Gardens on
a very wet October weekend. Luckily the weather lifted
somewhat for the tour of the gardens created by Alan de
Tatton in 1910, inspired by a visit to the Anglo-Japanese
ghibithn ih @dndon. tARefaéts, hdlublingetfe SRiRo shrihé,
are believed to have been brought from Japan for the
construction of the garden. The Japanese Garden is to the
west of the southern end of the Broad Walk and is considered
to be the finest Japanese garden in the United Kingdom, if not
in Europe. Artefacts in the garden include the Shinto Shrine,
a tea house, a bridge over the Golden Brook, and a number of
stone lanterns. The garden contains plants, stones and rocks
which have been placed to provide a natural balance. The
stones and rocks are selected for their shapes, and a mound
has been formed to replicate Mount Fuji with its snow-capped
summit. The plants include specimens of Japanese maple and
variBus |mdsse8.n 03pGCdigtet §oindd P dReptert executive

JETAA activites outside London.
executive members, _
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organising the ‘visit.
JETAA chapters
organise a variety of

Thanks go to the chapter

events throughout the
UK as well as helping to
support the JET
programme through
volunteering and holding Shin
pre departure activities

to shrine in the Japanese Garden
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5c/Tatton_Japanese_Garden.jpg

Guest Article

My Japan Study Tour

Dr Peter Smart, Hon. Reader,
Aberdeen Business School

| enjoyed a whole new set of experiences of Japan in
November 2008. Previously, | had seen plenty of open
countryside 7 on the plane circling over Honshu and on the
shinkansen ©buunylsehéddle had beenrconfined
to meetings and tourism in the metropolitan areas of Tokyo,
Osaka/Kobe and Nagasaki. On this occasion, with the eleven
other members of the Japan Study Tour 2008, | was immersed
for almost a week in the beauty and tranquillity of rural Japan,
sandwiched between two days in Tokyo at either end of the
tour.

The formal programme started at the CLAIR offices in Tokyo,
with an introduction to CLAIR, followed by a briefing on local
government and local autonomy in Japan, and on local
administration and finance. The briefings were delivered by
experts from CLAIR and the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications and were supported by a clutch of handouts
which will continue to be useful reference documents for a long
time to come. We also had the
tod, this time to meet Mr Mi
activities on the first day set the scene for a frenetic programme
of visits, functions and social activities that were timed and ran
to the minute, just like the shinkansen.

On our second day in Tokyo we visited the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government s Waste Management
centre where all domestic
taken for sorting, composting, power generation and landfill as
appropriate, the latter creating a series of islands in Tokyo Bay
which will become recreational parks in due time. The coach
then took us directly to view the outside of the Imperial Palace
and on to Ginza for lunch.

Later the same day we headed by shinkansen to Nagano
Prefecture for the start of the main theme of the 2008 Study
Tour, sustainability in rural communities. Our first host
authority, gave an introduction to public administration in the
prefecture and a di scussi on
headed south for a programme of visits arranged by lida City
and Achi Village, and the Minami Shinshu Joint Association of
Local Authorities, a non-statutory co-operative of local
authorities in south Nagano set up to tackle some of the
challenges of rural communities.

This part of the tour had a
balance of meetings, lectures
and O6courtesy
one hand and less formal
activities on the other. Where
else but the Kakinosawa
district of lida City would you
find two councillors, assorted
chief officials, the chair of a
UK government commission,
an academic, a policy manager from COSLA and his
counterpart from a German association of towns learning to
make gohei mochi rice cakes for lunch i and working in total
harmony? Where else would the local press and cable TV
station cover such an activity? Where else but the hot springs
public baths and hotel in Hirugami would you find the same
group and their Japanese guides literally up to their necks in
hot water, stark naked (but gender separated!)? Or sitting cross
legged on tatami (rush) matting in their yukatas (kimonos)
eating dinner whilst being entertained by taiko drummers?
Fortunately as a group who had only met briefly once before in
London, we gelled as a collection of old friends, developing our
intellectual capacity and enjoying our social time together.
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What did we learn? Perhaps
one of the biggest surprises
was that in Japan, the
elected governor of a
prefecture or mayor of a

local authority is also
formally designated 6chief
executive of ficerod by Il aw.

There is a separation of

powers between him or her

and the main body of elected members. He or she even has
power to dissolve the rest of the council if there is an insoluble
disagreement between them. Try transferring that to the UK
context!

Another difference from the UK is the large number of
relatively small towns and villages that are local authorities in
their own right. Whereas in Scotland and Wales, and an
increasing part of England, we have moved to unitary
authorities serving either a large population or large area or
both, Achi village, for example, which was on our itinerary,
was a village council with its own mayor, serving a population
of about 6000 and running four schools, a library and other
services of its own. There was a clear closeness to the people
and an interest in local affairs, but it would have been good to
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We heard many concerns about the depopulation of the more
remote villages (this is an area with mountains rising to over
3000 metres, heavily forested, with black bears amongst the
m@%eﬂoys wildlife), the aging pepylation jn mgn*ﬁ Véllag and
ghg migratign o f QHNY peoRle fothe Lowns apan;
foa nd unlverS|ty or college or for work Wlth no rea p ans to
return to their roots. The population of one village we visited
(and where we had lunch cooked over charcoal in a local inn)
had dropped from more than 200 to just 32 over the past few
years, with more than 60% over the age of 60. This was
indicative of the scale of the problem being experienced.

But we visited a number of initiatives, including a young
company set up to market local agricultural produce by mail
order, drawing supplies from a range of local farmers. This

pa p05150 S, seekingsto gro sbles
ﬁ(e%;ond%; emsr%o§es of 5& rE)galA V\feeé( ariwo wsﬂeéyv a% resll{;eﬁ]t?él
school set up within the past few years, which attracts
youngsters normally for one year of their schooling from the
metropolitan areas, with a view to introducing them to rural
life. Both initiatives and a pottery some of us visited from our
home stay had some stunning architecture.

We all left Japan with abiding memories. Visually, for me, they
rarg;?d frgm frtesém §now, gn th? tops of the Japanese Alps, to
he size of the local apples and the ubiquitous strings of
persimmons hanging on verandas to dry before winter, to the
number and length of the tunnels on both the Shinkansen
lines and the expressways. Socially, they included my first
experience of karaoke ( |
two of our number bursting into a rendition of The Northern
Lights of Old Aberdeen and You 6| |
Korean Restaurant in lida. Culturally, they must include
everything to do with the home stay i the graciousness and
courtesy of my host family; enjoying meals with them and an
early morning walk to the
the locals were out in kimonos and slippers to buy their
vegetabl es; and the tea
arranged for me and the three other tour members who were
staying in the same village, and their hosts.

My thanks are extended on behalf of all the delegates to the
Director and his staff at JLGC London, to the staff of CLAIR
and to the many officials and friends we met during the Tour.
We are all the more knowledgeable about Japan and its local
government system than we were a few weeks ago.
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