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Japanese local authorities supporting industry and employment

Case study 1: Fukuoka New Deal

Fukuoka prefecture is located in the northern part of the island of Kydshd,
and with over 5 million people, it is the most populated prefecture on
Kydsh. The prefectural capital, and largest city is Fukuoka city, the heart of
Kylshl's economy, culture and transport. Fukuoka city and KitakyQsh city
are both designated cities, meaning they are delegated many of the
functions normally performed by prefectural governments in fields such as
public education, social welfare, sanitation, business licensing and urban
planning, similar to unitary local authorities in the UK.

The major South Korean city of Busan lies 200km directly across the Korea
Strait from Fukuoka city. The Chinese city of Shanghai is 850km across the
sea from Fukuoka city, closer than even Tokyo. Many air and sea routes have
been established between Fukuoka and other major sea and air ports
throughout East Asia, and there is also an increasing number of tourists,
particularly from South Korea.

Fukuoka New Deal

Fukuoka prefecture is known for its technological sophistication and
numerous research achievements which have been developed through the
promotion of emerging industries such as fuel cell powered vehicle,
hydrogen energy, and biomass industries. Making use of the region's latent
strengths, since February 2009 Fukuoka has been aiming to develop new
products, open up new markets, and create employment through 16 specific
projects known collectively as the "Fukuoka New Deal". Two of these
projects include the development of hydrogen fuel cells for home use and
fuel cell powered vehicles; and a rare metal recycling project.

Hydrogen fuel cells for home use and fuel cell powered vehicles

This project aims to develop and encourage the use of hydrogen fuel cells for
home use and fuel cell powered vehicles, and works to create a low carbon
society. A number of initiatives are underway as part of the project including
two "hydrogen towns". The first is the Fukuoka Hydrogen Town, a model
community of 150 households in which fuel cell systems have been installed.
These systems can supply about 60% of the power consumption and about
80% of the hot water needs of typical households. In addition, they reduce
energy consumption by about 30% over conventional systems, and cut
carbon dioxide emissions by up to 30%. The other hydrogen town is being
developed in Kitakylsha which will use by-product hydrogen to provide
electricity to homes.

Another initiative that is underway is a "hydrogen highway" which connects
Fukuoka city and Kitakylshd city. Hydrogen stations will be placed along the
80km highway to supply hydrogen to fuel cell powered vehicles.

Finally, the Hydrogen Energy Test and Research Center, scheduled to openin
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Fukuoka prefecture profile

Capital: Fukuoka city

Population: 5,061,952

Area: 4977Tkm?

Density: 1,017/km?

Location and terrain: mountainous area
located in the northern part of the island of
Kytishu and also includes a number of
islands.

Major industries: automobiles,
semiconductors, steel, agriculture, fisheries,
forestry
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Above: a new Fukuoka prefecture endorsed fuel cell powered vehicle

2010, will carry out research into hydrogen products and promote the hydrogen energy industry. The centre’s primary aim will be

to create employment and a low-carbon society.

Rare metal recovery project

Another Fukuoka New Deal project is the rare metal recovery project which uses the various recycling operations of Omuta and

KitakyQsh cities to recover rare metals from discarded electrical appliances.



